GEORGE  V  1910-1936
JW modern kings have been faced at their accession th so complicated and so threatening a situation which confronted King George V. The political crisis which had arisen at the end of the last reign now assumed the most dangerous aspect and never before had the two great political parties been divided by such bitter and such irreconcilable differences. Once more a sailor king was called upon to give assurances to his Whig ministers that in the event of the House of Lords persisting in their opposition to the Government's schemes for constitutional reform, he would create the required number of Liberal peers; once more the Upper House, when faced with the steady determination of their sovereign to abide by the constitution and the advice of his government, shrank from the prospect of " dying in the last ditch " and passed the measure. However, the Liberals had had to pay a high price for their victory, for in order to pass their Bill through the Commons they had been forced to bribe the Irish members with the promise of Home Rule : a promise the redemption of which brought the country nearer to Civil "War than it had come at any time since 1688.
On the eve of 1914 the internal situation had become
almost desperate.   Despite the bitter opposition of'the
Protestant North, the Liberal Government, whose credit
had been somewhat shaken by an unsavoury financial
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